Wickford Design Guidelines Steering Committee Minutes
July 24, 2018

1. Call to order
· The meeting began at 6:00 PM. Steering committee members Natalie Coletta, Jeff Shapiro, Janelle Feigley, Gail Hallock Cyr, Palmer Beebe, Peter Galster and Linda Piedra were present. Planning Department staff Nicole LaFontaine and Shaun Lacey were present. Building Official Don Peck was present. The project attorney Mark Hadden was present. 
2. Review of and recommendations regarding draft town ordinances pertaining to the administration of the Brown Street, Wickford Village Design Standards & Guidelines and other ordinances, and the scope of review of the Wickford Village Design Review Committee
· Planning Department staff began the meeting by welcoming the Committee and providing an overview of the evening’s discussion. The main topic of discussion pertained to addressing the pending enactment of state legislation that redefines building height within a flood zone. Staff explained the way building height along Brown Street would be measured, and compared it to the context in which scale, massing and bulk are applied within the design guidelines. Staff noted that due to the base flood elevation, portions of new structures along the north and south sections of Brown Street would be exempt from the building height measurement resulting in a larger scale than current conditions.   
· The Committee noted that when it agreed on setting a height limit of 22 feet along Brown Street, it may not have been fully understood that the space below the base flood elevation could not be made habitable. The Building Official clarified the flood code pertaining to such allowances and restrictions. Gail Hallock Cyr drew illustrations demonstrating the manner in which a new building could be designed by following the flood code. The Committee recognized that structures along the middle of Brown Street would be challenged in constructing a two-story building if held to a 22-foot tall standard. The Committee suggested that a 27-foot tall limit may be more equitable to all property owners along Brown Street. 
· The Committee expressed interest in maintaining a maximum building scale similar to that of the Town Hall Annex. The Committee agreed on a recommended building height limit of 27 feet along Brown Street. A motion was made by Gail Hallock Cyr, seconded by Palmer Beebe, to amend the Committee’s recommendation of limiting the building height from 22 feet to 27 feet above the base flood elevation.  
· Staff reviewed the state enabling legislation with the Committee as related to the development plan review process. Staff noted that generally, parking, landscaping, lighting and noise may be handled administratively (staff-level) or by the Planning Commission. Staff shared the City of Providence’s example of its downtown overlay district, where the duties of development review is delegated to a design committee and not that of the local planning board or historic district commission. Special use permit and variance applications within that downtown overlay district, however, would still be referred to the zoning board. Staff noted that if the Committee was interested in following the City of Providence’s example, additional ordinances would need to be reviewed and adopted by the town which would require more time to develop. Staff reminded the Committee of the appeals process, noting that any appeal must be reviewed by the zoning board, but that the zoning board may not apply its own interpretation of the design guidelines for those of the design review committee. The Committee agreed that in the long-term, a similar example could be useful within the context of Wickford. In the interest of having an enforcement tool adopted in a timely manner, the Committee agreed to proceed as the draft ordinances were written. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Staff announced that the next meeting of the Planning Commission would be held on August 21, 2018. Gail Hallock Cyr volunteered to speak on behalf of the Committee at that meeting. 
3. Public comments
· David Wrenn recommended that the building height on Brown Street not exceed the Town Hall Annex. 
· Natalie Coletta read a letter into the record from Mr. and Mrs. Don Stone. 
4. Adjournment
· The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.
