Wickford Design Guidelines Steering Committee Minutes
June 20, 2018

1. Call to order
· The meeting began at 6:00 PM. Steering committee members Jeff Shapiro, Gail Hallock Cyr, Palmer Beebe, Peter Galster, Janelle Feigley and Linda Piedra were present. Planning Department Director Nicole LaFontaine was present. The project attorney (Mark Hadden) was present. 
2. Review of and recommendations regarding draft town ordinances pertaining to the administration of the Brown Street, Wickford Village Design Standards & Guidelines
· Planning Department staff began the meeting by welcoming the Committee and providing an overview of the evening’s discussion. The main topic of discussion pertained to addressing Steering Committee concerns related to the language presented before the Planning Commission on June 5, 2018. 
· The Committee discussed the appeals process contained within the draft ordinances. The Committee expressed concerns that the Planning Commission could arrive at a different decision based on its interpretation of the design guidelines upon appeal. Concerns were also raised that the appeals process did not provide adequate deference to the design guidelines, in that the Planning Commission upon an appeal would maintain de novo review of the design guidelines. Project attorney Mark Hadden re-explained the statutory process pertaining to the development plan review process and noted that the appeals process must be followed as written. The Committee requested additional clarity pertaining to the role of the design review committee (namely those members who service the Historic District Commission) in carrying out the purposes of the overlay ordinance and the appeals process. 
· The Committee expressed interest in setting limitations within the overlay district pertaining to parking, lighting and noise. The project attorney stated that such restrictions could not be applied because the ordinance only limited the role of the design review committee to the application of the design guidelines. Staff suggested that the Steering Committee communicate its concerns to the Planning Commission for further consideration as it pertains to stronger regulatory controls for noise, parking and lighting. The project attorney noted that those aspects could still be discussed throughout the design review process but could only be regulated through staff or the Planning Commission.
· The Committee discussed the language pertaining to the term limits of the HDC members, building height and the number of properties affected by the ordinance. Staff noted that it is important for the Steering Committee to be united in its recommendations moving forward. The Committee suggested that Gail Hallock Cyr present the Committee’s recommendations at the next Planning Commission meeting. The project attorney noted that he will clarify a few edits related to findings contained within the ordinance. Staff noted that edits leading up to the next Planning Commission meeting will be shared with the Committee in advance of that meeting. 
3. Public comments
· Larry Ehrhardt inquired if the appeals process must adhere to the findings contained within the overlay district ordinance. He requested that strong deference be made to the design review committee upon any appeals be filed throughout the development plan review process. He also noted his understanding that the development plan review process was intended to provide flexible development controls afforded to the design review committee such as noise and parking, and that those provisions had not been addressed within the overlay ordinance.   
· David Wrenn and George Brennan also noted the apparent contradiction pertaining to the role that the design review committee would play. They expressed their understanding that the design review committee would be responsible for regulating noise, traffic and lighting independent of what staff and the Planning Commission had control over. The project attorney replied that such authority was not possible within the context of applying the design guidelines. 
4. Adjournment
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting adjourned at 7:58 PM.
